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We are pleased to have a new Purse Haven installed on the west
wall to be used for purses and personal item storage during
games. Please feel free to use it. Many thanks to Tom Jolliffe
who found a good solution and to Dwight Bender and Brian
Sheardown for their time and effort spent installing it.
If anyone would be willing to volunteer for fix it jobs at LBC,
please contact Tom Joliffe tom.jolliffe@rogers.com
NOTE: For safety reasons, please do not position a fifth chair at
your table. Directors and players need the space to move about
freely during the game. Thanks for your cooperation.
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Special Events
Swiss Team Game
Sunday January 14, 2018 @ 1:00
LBC will host a CNTC qualifier game on Sunday, January 14 at 1 p.m. This is an open stratified
game with the strats set by the Canadian Bridge Federation.
•
•
•

Flight A is an open event with no masterpoint restrictions.
Flight B is restricted to players with fewer than 2,500 masterpoints as of the
September 2017 masterpoint cycle.
Flight C is restricted to players with fewer than 1,000 masterpoints as of the
September 2017 masterpoint cycle.

There is a $1 surcharge per player. Extra masterpoints are available. All players are welcome to
play in this event, even if they are not trying to qualify to go to the next level.
Sign up BY JANUARY 12 at the club or complete the registration form here.

86th Western Ontario
Sectional Bridge
Tournament
London Bridge Centre
January 27-28, 2018
For complete details, click here.
PLEASE NOTE: There will be no Practice and Play Saturday, January 27 due to tournament.

Reminder:
• Friday Evening friendly open game resumes January 5TH @ 6:30.
• January 8-12 is Club Championship Week. Extra Masterpoints but no
extra charge!
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Learning Opportunities at LBC
Master Your Game
Thursday, January 18
@ 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.
Four people form a table to play bridge for the morning under the watchful eye of a sage
on the side who will offer advice on bidding, declarer play and defence. A sign-up sheet is
at the main desk. Regular fees apply, $7.00 for members, $9.00 for non-members.
Space for registration is limited.
Please plan your table and sign up as soon as possible.

Note a
change of
date.

Lost and Found will continue again in 2018 starting on
Monday January 15 with Dwight Bender as your host.
Ken Bowlby will again be your instructor two weeks
later on Monday January 29 continuing on each second
and fourth Monday in February and March. Any
questions on the hands played each session are
welcome.

Reminder:
Saturday morning Practice and Play resumes January 6th @ 9:30.

For all learning opportunities
at LBC, please click here.
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Learning Opportunities at LBC
Cont’d
Bridge Basics 2: Instructor, Audrey Craig

Slam Bidding: Instructor, Ross Driedger

Begins: Monday, January 15, 2018
Time: 1:00 p.m. to 3:15
Duration: 4 weeks

Begins: Thursday, January 11, 2018
Time: 10:00 a.m. to 12:30
Duration: 4 weeks

Click here for course details and
registration.

Click here for course details and
registration.

Bridge Basics 1: Instructor, Hazel Hewitt

Bridge Basics 3: Instructor, Hazel Hewitt

Begins: Wednesday, February 14, 2018
Time: 10:00 a.m. to 12:30
Duration: 8 weeks

Begins: Wednesday, February 14, 2018
Time: 1:00 p.m. to 3:30
Duration: 5 weeks

Click here for course details and
registration.

Click here for course details and
registration.

New Feature coming soon to our website. Watch for it!

Ask Dwight
Help is on the way! You will be able to ask Dwight Bender about
specific hands you’ve played and he will provide guidance.
W
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Etiquette and Procedure Tips
Alerts Part Three

Compiled by
Al Edwards

Delayed Alerts and Pre-Alerts

Our first article introduced the ACBL Alert Chart, which condenses the ACBL requirements
for alerting bids on one tightly-packed page. Our second article addressed the Alert
process. ACBL Alert Procedures can be accessed here.
Alertable bids are printed in red
on the convention card blank for quick reference.

There are 3 types of alerts: Pre-Alerts, Immediate Alerts, and Delayed Alerts (or Post Alerts).
Our last newsletter discussed Immediate Alerts, which are by far the most common form of
alert. In this article we address Delayed Alerts and Pre-Alerts.
These are outlined under
Definitions on the Alert Chart.

Delayed Alerts
Delayed Alerts arise when an alertable bid is above the level of 3 NT, starting with the
opener’s first rebid. So, in the auction 1 Spade – pass by opponent – 4 Clubs, if the pair
have agreed that the 4 Clubs bid is a splinter, showing a singleton or void in clubs, at least 4
spades and 13-15 points, then opener would immediately alert it in the usual way.
Cont’d p.6
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Alerts Part Three:

Delayed Alerts and Pre-Alerts cont’d

But if the auction had been 1 Diamond – pass – 1 Spade -pass; 4 Clubs by opener (also a
splinter showing a singleton or void in clubs with 4 spades and 18 -21 points) this would
be a Delayed Alert. After the auction has been completed, the partner of the splinter
bidder would alert the 4 Clubs bid. If that side is declaring, the alert should be made
before the opening lead. If that side is defending, the alert should be made after the
opening lead has been chosen and placed face-down on the table.

No Alert

Announce

Alert

The ACBL Alert Procedures also suggest:
To ensure full disclosure, at the end of the auction and before the opening lead,
declarer is encouraged to volunteer to explain the auction (including available
inferences).
In a club game, this is usually only done after an unusual auction or one using ace-asking
methods.
4 Clubs and 4 No Trump asking for aces/key cards and the standard responses are not
alertable. However, after the auction has ended, it is appropriate to say, “We have had an
ace-asking auction. Would you like an explanation of our bids?”

W

Cont’d p.7
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Alerts Part Three:

Delayed Alerts and Pre-Alerts cont’d

Pre-Alerts
From the ACBL Alert Procedures:
Pre-Alerts are designed to act as an early warning system of any unusual methods for
which the opponents may need to prepare. Pre-Alerts must be given before the
auction period begins on the first board of a round or match.
Pre-Alerts are rarely encountered in club games. When required, they may be given by
either member of the pair with a brief announcement to the opponents.

Next Issue: Asking About Alerts and Explaining Alerts

Reminder
Please check ALL details on the Bridgemate before you press Accept. It is difficult and
time consuming for directors to change scores after they have been posted.

Keep up to date on everything that's happening
at the London Bridge Centre
Click here to view.

